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  Happy “100th”  Birthday 

    Fr.  Angelo  C. Caserta 

          December 5th 

 

The Reason 
 for the  
Season  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

* Opening Mass—January 6 

Celebrant—Archbishop Dennis Schnurr 
Followed By Carry-In Dinner 

* Retreat—May 9 

Fr. Nathan Cromley 

 Fountain  Park  Mass  & Picnic—August 19 

Celebrant—Fr. Dan Hunt 
Concelebrants—Fr. Tom Bolte 

Fr. Martin Fox 

Fr. Oscar Seger 
Fr. Frank Keferl 

* Closing Mass—December 8—5pm 

Celebrant — Bishop Joseph Binzer 

Followed by Dinner/Dance 

St. Mary 

Church 

Celebrating 

175 Years  

1843—2018 

Tending The Master’s 

Vineyard 

ST.  BONIFACE & ST .  MARY CATHOLIC CHURCHES  
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St. Mary Altar Society 

St. Mary Altar Society has resumed its monthly meetings after a summer break.  Most meetings are held at 

the Lighthouse Cafe. All parish ladies are welcome. Watch the bulletin for more specific  details. Following 
is the upcoming schedule:  October 8, 2018;  November 12, 2018; December 10, 2018; January 14, 2019;            

February 11, 2019; and March 11, 2019. 

Adult Faith Formation Commission 

Coffee and Doughnuts: Resumed in September after the 9:00 and 11:00am 

Masses. From September through May, this event is hosted by various parish    
organizations, coordinated by the AFF, and funded by our parishes’ Family Life 

groups. Please join us for food and fellowship.  

Faith Offering: Two DVD offerings from Bishop Robert Barron’s “Word on 

Fire,” David the King is offered for seven weeks on Monday mornings at 10:30am.             
Pivotal Players: Michelangelo is offered on Wednesday September 26 and October 

3 at 6:45 PM. Led by Tim Pawlaczyk, both sessions will be in the St. Boniface 

Room at the Downing Street Campus. 

Prayer Partners: Adult Faith Formation is again sponsoring adults to be prayer partners for our Confirma-
tion candidates and RCIA candidate/catechumens.  As a prayer partner all that is necessary is a willingness 

to pray for the candidate and send a card during the formation period  If interested please contact Diane 

Mengos at the parish office (773-1327 or 773-1656, Ex. 106) or Barb Kohl (bkohl@woh.rr.com or           

773-9205). 

Mass for Deceased: On Saturday, November 3, a Mass will be held at 5:00 PM at St. Mary in remem-

brance of all those from St. Boniface and St. Mary who have passed away during the past year.  A reception 

will be held after the Mass in the North St. Campus cafeteria. 

Parent Presentations: Three presentations will be held in 2019 at the North St. Campus cafeteria 6:45- 
7:45 PM. Jan.9: “How to Keep Our Children Safe in the Social Media World” presented by Kris Lee,           

retired Piqua Police; Jan. 23: “Keeping Our Children Healthy-Watching for Mental Health Signs” presented 

by Rhonda Mercs, University of Dayton Counseling Department; and Feb. 6: “Pornography Today-How to 
Keep This Threat Away from Our Children” presented by Benj Klare, Office for Marriage & Family       

Evangelization, Archdiocese of Cincinnati. 

Lent: Plans are now being made for 2019 Lent which begins March 6, 2019. 

The Adult Faith Formation Commission is comprised of members from both St. Boniface and St. Mary        

parishes: Ann Koehl, Barb Kohl (chairperson), Jim Niswonger, Cathy Oda, Tim Pawlaczyk, Nancy Peltier, 
Gloria Stonerock, Chuck Tyler, Julie Tyler, Bill Wattercutter, Sr. Joan Clare, Diane Mengos, and Fr. Hunt.   

Anyone interested in being a part of this commission is welcome. Questions concerning any of our                    

activities, please contact Barb Kohl (773-9205 or bkohl@woh.rr.com). 

 

Parish Activities 
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Bethany Center Food Donation 

November: St. B. &  December: St. M.  
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Cursillo Movement 

DeColores!  The Cursillo recently held the Men's #227 weekend in Cincinnati. Ten men 

from the area lived their weekend, and Greg Johnson from Piqua helped to serve on 

team.  The Holy Spirit works joyfully through the course of a weekend bringing both the 

participants and the team to a closer encounter with Him. As wonderful as the weekend 
experience is, it is not a requirement to make a weekend first in order to journey through 

the Cursillo Movement.  The Cursillo is not a club or organization, but a Movement.  Therefore, if you are a 

Cursillista, invite your family and friends to join you in group, share the gift of the tripod - piety, study and 
action - and invite to Ultreya as well. Remember, the purpose of the Cursillo Movement is to generate 

FRIENDSHIP among people that we find in our moveable square meter in which the Lord has placed 

us..."bloom where you are planted", so that everyone, especially those far away, might come to know that God, 
in Christ, loves them.  If you have not been invited or involved so far but have questions or are interested in 

more information, please be sure to contact anyone you know who is involved.  

We will celebrate with our second Praise & Worship evening, on October 6, at Holy Family Parish in            
Middletown, Ohio.  We will begin at 7 p.m., with Scripture, witness and beautiful music led by Mike Collins, 

followed by a social, of course! Last year this event was a wonderful evening of praising and  worshiping God 

together. Please plan to attend and be sure to reach out as we will plan carpools for the evening.  

Our Piqua Ultreya meets on the fourth Saturday each month at 9:15am at the Caserta Center for small group, 

prayer, and witness.  Feel free to join us anytime.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or 

any other person you know involved in the Cursillo Movement.    Peace, Julie Tyler 773-2700 

             Respect Life Committee          

 The fall 40 Days for Life campaign will begin on September 26 through Nov-             

 ember    4.  There will be two pro-life rosaries said each day; weekdays before 
 daily Mass, at 6:30 in chapel, and before every weekend Mass.  Join us in prayer 

 for an end to abortion. 

 The annual Pro-Life chain will take place in Troy on October 7th,  2:00 to 3:00P.M 

 October 7, Respect Life Sunday, there will be a collection to provide seed money 

 for projects and programs that support pro-life attitudes, decisions, and 
 causes.  Look for pro-life displays in both parish churches during the whole 

 month of October, — Respect Life Month. 

 In October, the Catholic Telegraph will begin running a new column called  “Being  

 Pro-Life,” each month will feature an interview with someone affected                   

       by some  Life issue. 

 St. Mary 175th Anniversary 

The Mass/Picnic was held on August 19 at Fountain Park’s Hance Pavilion. Many people attending wore their 

blue 175th Anniversary t-shirts for St. Mary Church. The Mass was celebrated by Fr. Dan Hunt and concele-
brated by Frs. Oscar Seger, Frank Keferl, Martin Fox, and Tom Bolte. It was followed by a picnic and games. 

The food, brought by the Parishioners, was delicious and plentiful. Beautiful group and other photos were 

taken. It was a hot yet pleasant afternoon in Hance Pavilion. The next event is the Closing Mass to be        

celebrated by Bishop Binzer on December 8, which will be followed by a dinner and dance. This should be a 
fun evening in order to celebrate the last event of this memorable year. We hope many will attend. Further in-

formation will be available in future Church bulletins.  Barb O’Leary-Vavroch is working on obtaining memo-

ries of St. Mary Church. The memories will be placed in a booklet that will be distributed at the end of this 
Anniversary Year. Barb welcomes anyone with memories to contact her at 937-773-7315 or mail a memory(s) 

to her at 1805 Park  Avenue, Piqua.    God Bless, Barbara O’Leary-Vavroch 

Parish Activities Continue 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiW-qW_5-XSAhXD7YMKHVsNAcoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yorkcursillo.org%2Fhome%2Fabout%2F&psig=AFQjCNGxMk2VKR5JU_wJuXwnBox9msfjCw&ust=1490124116901580
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Parish Activities Continue 
Mission Committee 

The Mission Committee sponsored the Inspiration Booth at the Oktoberfest and thank the people that                  

supported the booth.  We are gearing up for the annual October Raffle.  See the prizes below.  

Can you believe it?  In three months it will be Christmas, and we will have the Giving Trees to help our 
two missions and twinning.  Please support our Missions and Twinning by purchasing Fall Mission Raffle 

tickets or selecting an envelope from the Giving Tree and making a donation to one of the following: 

         * Ted & Maruja Gutmann-Gonzalez, Vilches Ecology Center, Chile 

* Sister Sarah Mulligan, Daniel Comboni Community Clinic, Guatemala 

In January, several members of our parishes will be traveling to Dominica.  Since the people from          

Dominica came here last summer, it’s our turn to go there next year.   

We are looking for new members.  If you think you would be interested in joining our committee, please 

come to one of the meetings and see if it's for you.  Look in the bulletin for the dates of the meetings.  We 
don't have regular monthly meetings. We meet whenever we have some projects going on or coming up. 

The meetings only last an hour and always at 6:00 p.m. on a Monday. We welcome you to come and check 

us out! 

 

2018                            

Fall Mission Raffle Prizes 

 * Our Lady of Guadalupe Statue *                                    

* Lighted Friends Angel Figurine *                                   

* Irish Rosary * 

* Large Wooden Rosary * 

Tickets Are                  

$1.00/each or 6/$5.00  

Drawing Will                         

Be Held                   

On Sunday,                           

October 21,                           

After the 11am Mass 



PAGE 5  

Parish Activities Continue 

Each year a guest missionary speaks on how the Gospel of Jesus is being proclaimed throughout 

the world. On July 14/15,  Sr. Alice Gerderman, of the Divine Providence Community, spoke 

about the community’s mission work in Madagascar. Its role is to be a sign of hope to the people 

of Madagascar that a Provident God does care for them and so do they.  A bulging population  

and diminishing resources contribute to the island’s poverty and steady economic decline.                                                                                             

Pictured with Sr. Gerderman (2nd row, 3rd from left) are members of the Adult Faith Formation 

and the Mission Committee, who hosted a dinner for the visiting missionary. 

Mission Rummage Sale 

2018 
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Parish Activities Continue 
   St. Boniface Family Life 

St. Boniface 22nd Annual Quilt Raffle:  This year’s raffle features a Dresden quilt top made by Marguerite 

Webb and quilted by St. B. and St. M. parishioners. Tickets, $1.00/each or 6/$5.00, will soon be in the        

bulletin, available at both churches & the parish offices. The drawing will be on                 
Saturday, December 1, at the close of Piqua Catholic School’s Craft Show/Holiday 

Shopping Event.  Proceeds from the Quilt Raffle benefit the Oktoberfest. 

St. Boniface SANTA:  It's time to compile the gift list for our annual Shut-ins And Needy Treats Appeal. If  

you know of individuals/families who could benefit this Christmas season by having their names placed on 
the Giving Tree or shut-ins who would like to receive a fruit basket, please submit their names to the parish 

office by  Monday, November 5.  (Do not need to be St. B. parishioners.)      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP): Both men and women from our 

parishes are now in formation planning the upcoming Women’s Retreat, November 10-11 

and Men’s Retreat January 26-27, 2019. This is an opportunity for parishioners, eighteen and 
older, to deepen their personal relationship with Christ and renew the life of our Catholic           

parishes. Anyone with questions may contact any team member or the parish offices                 

(773-1327 or 773-1656). Women’s team members are Cindy Zimmerman, Susan Curtis,                
Bev Schrempp, Barb O’Leary Vavroch, Bernice Lewis, Eden Merrifield, Carol Anderson, Nicole Reese, 

Amie Petty, Patty Murphy, and Cathy Oda.  Men team members are Dana Decknadel, Bill Daniel,                      

Mike Epperly, Jake Hudgel, Greg Johnson, Mitch Rank, Jonathon Reese, Dan Stewart, Dan Sturgill and                        

Mike Worland. The Adult Faith Formation Commission asks for prayers for the continued success of                 

Welcome to CRHP in our parishes. 

Quilters: 

Ann Bradl 

Betty Elliott 

Rose Hemm 

Pat Knab 

Dolores Latham 

Judy Meckstroth 

Cindy Nelson 

Vickie Pierson 

Janet Poling 

Gloria Stonerock 

Deb Tyler 

Peg White 

5th Annual  Cabbage Roll                                                            
 & Heritage Bread Sale 

Coming in November—Watch the Bulletin                                                        
For Order Form & Additional Details 

 

 
Sponsored by  St. B. Family Life Group 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNkMSF-MLWAhVR52MKHflYCjgQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Froyalty-free-stock-image-santa-claus-his-sleigh-image3464006&psig=AFQjCNFtTJ8NQV6WhfJtkEST
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Dankeschön Alle !!! 

Dave Butt, Chairperson 

AND Donors, Booth Chairpersons,                        

Workers, and Attendees 

For a Great St. Boniface Oktoberfest 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Activities Continue 
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School News—CFEL—PCS—LHS 

CFEL:  Our Preschool is off to a great start this year!  Our goal is to equip children 

with everything they need to successfully transition to Kindergarten.  There are still 
openings in our 2-Day Program.  If you know anyone that might be interested, please 

have them contact me: hayesc@piquacatholic.org 

Did you know:  We strive to meet the needs of busy families by offering Before and 

After School Care.  Our doors open at 7am and close at 5pm. 

Specials:   

Spanish – Mr. Fall comes twice a month to provide Spanish              

Instruction.   

Library – Our Students take home a library bag each week which    

contains a book and stuffed reading buddy inside.   

Gross Motor – Every day our students run and play in either our      

Playground or Indoor Gross Motor Room.   

Field Trips – Our students visit Piqua’s Public Library and Post Office. 

Fund Raisers -Parent Nights Out: October 26 & December 7, 6pm 

Coming Soon: Our school is continually growing and improving. Keep watching . . .                                          

         Christy Hayes, Director 

PIQUA CATHOLIC SCHOOL:  

Piqua Catholic School and our Preschool, The Center For Early Learning at Piqua     

Catholic, have had a wonderful start to the 2018-2019 school year! We were blessed to 
have continuity throughout both schools with all returning teachers. This is truly a gift, for 

we know how rare this is.  We thank all of our teachers and staff members for their      

commitment to Piqua Catholic School. 

We continue to stay committed to following the Lord to “Be Leaders of Faith” as we     
encourage our students to lead by example in our walk with God. We also strive to be a 

leader of academics as we offer new experiences for our students. To carry on this theme 

of “new experiences”, below are the highlights of what’s new (and improved) here at    

Piqua Catholic School and The Center For Early Learning. 

As you may know, The Center For Early Learning has welcomed a strong new Director, Christy Hayes, that 

has the utmost care and passion for our students. She has over 25 years of experience, and exudes Servant 

Leadership. We are grateful to have the fervor and knowledge that Mrs. Hayes brings to the Director role of 

The Center For Early Learning! 

At our North Street campus (K-8), we’ve made the following improvements: 

Security Upgrades - A huge thank you to The Miami County Foundation and The Piqua Community 
Foundation for their financial support in purchasing sixteen (16) brand new security cameras inside 

and outside the school building, as well as, an access control (keyfob) system. These upgrades were 

essential in creating the safest learning environment for our students and staff. 

School Cafeteria - We’ve parted from the government’s National School Lunch Program and are operat-

ing the kitchen on our own.  Although we’ve had to raise the cost of our school meals to $3.25 

(regular price) and $1.00 (reduced), this separation allows us to focus on quality and variety of the 
food that we serve. We’re happy to report that our students are loving the menu changes, especially 

the quality of the food. Thank you to our Head Chefs, Brenda Karpinski and Ann Bergman, for their 

dedication in making a “home-cooked meal” every day for our students. 

 

mailto:hayesc@piquacatholic.org
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Teacher Training—We all know the most important assets of a school are the people, especially our 

teachers and staff. For this reason, we continue to add to and strengthen our skill sets to become the 

best versions of ourselves, as our Lord has called us to be. To do so, we’ve brought in The Ohio 
Writing Project team to train our teachers on how to build stronger writers within our students. The 

OWP accomplishes this by training us to be better writers so that we can pass that along to our      

students. As the year progresses, the OWP will coach us through the writing process, giving us      

research-based practices and strategies to use within our classroom in all content areas. 

      Additionally, Deputy Ryan Karn (a PCS parent) is offering his expertise in school safety as he trains 

our staff on ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate). The purpose of this training is to 

give us options in the event of an intruder in the school, increasing the likelihood of a positive                   
outcome. It’s not something we want to think about, but it’s an important topic we must remain       

up-to-date and proactive on. 

Damascus Catholic Mission Campus - We are overJOYed to offer this retreat to our 5-8 graders for the 

first time! Our 5th and 6th graders recently attended the Faith and Science Retreat at Damascus, 
which turned out to be an amazing experience for all of them. I was able to join them for half of this   

3-day retreat, witnessing an overwhelming amount of JOY, love and appreciation for God and our 

Catholic faith. The facilities sit on 470 acres of beautiful terrain that offers unending opportunities for 
our students to learn, not only about academics, but about Jesus. From the giant outdoor rock              

climbing wall to adoration, Damascus provided a life-changing experience to all our students.  Our      

5-8 graders will retreat to Damascus every other 

year, allowing each student to experience both the 
Faith and Science Retreat and the Leadership                

Retreat. Our 7th and 8th graders will be attending 

their Leadership Retreat in October. We can’t wait 

for them to receive this enriching soul food! 

We thank all of you who value and support Catholic 

Education, for we know it has positive life-altering 

effects on so many in our world. Please join us in 
encouraging our students and families to focus on 

their interior life (soul) first, so that we can be filled 

to the point of overflowing with love for God and 
one another.  Please continue your prayers for Piqua 

Catholic and all Catholic schools. With Christ, ALL 

things are possible.  May God Bless You Always! 

   Brad Zimmerman, Principal 

Cavaliers in Action                                                
Piqua Catholic School  

2nd Annual Piqua Craft Show                                  
& Holiday Shopping Event 

Saturday, December 1            
9am—3pm 

Caserta Activity Center 

Enjoy Shopping, Music, Food,         

& MORE! 

*Artists, Crafters, Vendors           

Interested in Reserving                                 

A Table/Booth Should Email                                                

cavaliersinaction@piquacatholic.org 

Piqua Catholic School News Continues 

Just SHOP & Benefit PCS  
Scrip:  Available at school, after Masses                       

& online—shopwithscrip.com 

AmazonSmile:  Amazon donates 0.5% of                   

eligible purchases to PCS—smile.amazon.com 

Kroger Community Rewards: 
kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi125rQ2MPWAhVD0FQKHWDKB7gQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Froyalty-free-stock-photography-christmas-holiday-ornament-border-image12392227&psig=AFQjCN
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By 1837, Piqua was an early stop for the circuit riders.  The parish of  

St. Stephen in Hamilton is  considered our founding parish. After      

visiting Piqua, Father Daniel Hallinan of St. Stephen’s was appointed 

the first    resident pastor of St. Mary in 1843. 

The early people of the parish were mostly Irish railroad and canal 

workers.  There were also more established Germans and French, but the 

flavor of the parish remained Irish. 

The Irish heritage is reflected in the purchase of the St. Patrick statue in 1873.  Its presence in the rear of the 
church reminds us of those early parishioners.  Many students will also fondly remember going to school on 

March 17th with great anticipation of the announcement that would follow Mass.  Father Von Kaenel would 

begin with a story about Pat & Mike and end with the declaration that everyone could go home.  No school 
today! Some of the older girls would have been mortified had the announcement been anything else since they 

were wearing jeans rolled up under their coats. 

Father Hallinan’s stay was brief.  Rev. James Cahill succeeded him.  He immediately acted on plans to build 
the first church.  It was dedicated in 1846.  By 1868, there was a need to enlarge this original building.  Then 

in 1898, it was decided that a new church was necessary.  The dedication of this building occurred on June 25, 

1899.  Father Edward Hickey was the pastor. 

The following is a description from the Piqua Daily Call of June 26, 1899:  “Above the altar is to be seen a 

fine specimen of his skill (John Rettig), it being a beautiful copy of the Madonna form Leonardo da Vinci’s 

famous fresco of the Assumption on the wall of the Basilica of Rome.  On each side is an angel with out-

stretched wings.” 

In 1943 during WWII, Father Von Kaenel started a novena in honor of our Mother of Perpetual  Help.  It was 

held on Tuesday evenings on behalf of the boys in the service.  In 1948, bingo was added on Tuesdays.  For 

many years, bingo remained a large source of income. 

History of St. Mary Church—By Joan Minnich 



TENDING  THE MASTER’ S V INEYARD  PAGE 11  

The Parish Council system began at St Mary in 1966.  Before this, the church elected wardens to act as            

advisors to the pastors.  In 1920, permission was asked of the bishop to allow women the right to vote for the                    

wardens.  Father Cogan in his request wrote, “We will hold the election in the school hall so there will be no 

occasion for, nor danger of, the women talking in church.” 

Education has always been important to the St. Mary community. As early 

as 1853, Father John Quinlan built a school.  It measured 40’ x 23’ and by 

1870, it was too small.  A lot on the southeast corner of Broadway and 

North Streets was purchased.  A residence was built for the four Sisters of 

Charity who were coming to teach.  It also included space for classrooms.  

Late in 1890, a second floor was added to the building. With continued 

growth, a more permanent solution was needed.  Father Hickey began con-

struction of St. Mary Hall in 1897.  This provided room for the high school and junior high.  Expan-

sion continued in 1925 with the purchase of the Park Avenue School Building.  This had previously 

been a public school building but had been condemned.  By 1928, repairs had been made, and the 

building was in use.  Originally grades 1-6 were housed in the four classrooms. By the 1950s, only 

grades 1-4 were in this school.  By 1956, the Park Avenue School had again been condemned. The 

parish was given 90 days to make repairs. Father Von Kaenel proposed  

building a new grade school.  The current school was dedicated on May 30, 1957.   

In 1970, the Piqua Catholic High School building was over 70 years old.  It was decided by St. 

Mary, St. Boniface, and Sidney Holy Angels to form one school known as Lehman Catholic High 

School.  In 1987, the number of students at St. Mary and St. Boniface Schools made it more                      

economical to merge the grade schools. The first principal was Sister Mary Annice Quinter, RSM, a 

daughter of the parish.  Grades K-3 were held at the Downing Street Campus and grades 4-8 were at 

the North Street Campus. 

Catholic education will continue to be an important part of parish life. One of the reasons                

St. Mary continues to be a vibrant and growing parish is because of the continued emphasis on            

education. 
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Recently Father Dan requested an article highlighting the need for more volunteers to become involved in 

the various parish activities. This will be the first in an ongoing series which will give information about 

the some of the wonderful opportunities available to enrich our faith and to support our parish families 

through volunteerism. Many of our parish leaders are getting older and could use some fresh ideas and 

assistance! 

Our talented and hard working Music Director, Judy Lohnes, invites us to open our minds to learning some-

thing new and to volunteer as a sub or regular in the Hand Bell Choir. No musical background is necessary, 

and Judy offers “on the job training” stating, “many of us mark our music so we know when to play. We 
learn all the rhythm things there so no prior knowledge is  necessary. Our joke is, when you make a mistake, 

look at the person beside you as if they did it!” When Judy began directing the choir in 2013 there were 3 

members hailing from the inception of the Hand Bell Choir in the early 1990’s. They were Gina Huffman, 

Joyce Thornberry, and Linda Barton, who is still ringing in her original spot. Judy pointed out that two mem-

bers of the group are now their very own special Hand Bell Angels - Joyce Thornberry and Joan Minnich. 

Judy shared some background about hand bells and how to play them. The 3-octave set of 32 hand bells are 

played by bringing the bell from up by the shoulder, creating a circle down, striking the bell at the bottom of 
the curve and then bringing it back up to the shoulder. As the bell continues to sound, we continue to move it 

along the circle so it continues to make the “wow” sound that makes them sound so good! The technique for 

stopping the sound is called damping and is accomplished by touching the bell to the shoulder. Inside the bell 
are two plastic pieces that allow the clapper to rock or move. Each bell has a specific pitch and has white  

handles for the white keys and black handles for the black 

keys.  We have begun to learn different techniques that 
also changes how the bell sounds. We strike it, shake it, hit 

the cushion with it creating a small sound or greater sound 

as we raise it up again. We also use mallets that make a 

different sound. The care for the bells is simple. It requires 
that ringers always wear gloves and never touch the gold 

part with their hand transferring oils that could over time 

change the pitch of the bell. Once a year they have a deep 
polishing party where the bells are polished with cream to 

get them all shiny and pretty again. 

Some of the most memorable moments for the hand bell 
choir recently were playing Happy Birthday to Father Ang 

on his birthday, playing at the Cemetery Mass this past 

Memorial Day, receiving compliments from Mike Dewine 

when he attended Mass, and being the entertainment             
portion of a book club from Sidney. Hand Bell Choir 

members are; Melissa McEldowney, Marianne Bolton, 

Bev Mikolajewski, Linda Barton, Shani Karn, Mary Jane 
Karn, Jim Lithicum, Betty Elliott, Becky   Hewitt, Cathy Oda, and Joan Hansen. The subs are Mike Epperly, 

Debbie Flynn, Carol Marsh, Nancy Wright, Julie Karn, Trent Karn, and Kelly Earhart. 

The Hand Bell choir assists at Mass once a month from September through June and practices on Mondays 

from 6:00-7:00pm. Besides needing eleven people each week, sometimes substitutes are needed when                     

members are out of town. We are fortunate to have subs that often come at a moments notice so that all the 

bells can still be played at a practice or a performance. There are also 2 student Hand Chime Choirs (hand 

chimes are more durable) one being for beginners and the other for advanced ringers. Interested volunteers 

can call at the parish offices (773-1327 or 773-1656) or email Judy Lohnes  jlohnes@piquaparishes.org. 

The Hand Bell Choir Continues to Shine 

AT THE “POLISHING” PARTY . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bev Mikolajewski, first person to volunteer 

when the Bell Choir was re-established in 

2013; Linda Barton, a member since the  

Bell Choir was started in the 1990’s. 

mailto:jlohnes@piquaparishes.org
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Please join us                

to support the programs   

of Catholic Social            

Services that benefit             

individuals                             

& families in the                  

Northern Miami                  

Valley. 

Fr. Bolte’s Last Mass At 

Piqua Parishes   

 

New Assignment:            

St. Angela Merici, 

Fayetteville 

St. Michael, Mt. Orab 

 

Address: 

130 Stone Alley, PO Box 279 

Fayetteville, Ohio 45118 

 

Office Phone: 513-875-5020 

Cell Phone: 513-800-4796 

Email: tbolte82@gmail.com 

 

Birthday: August 2, 1953 
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After a busy summer, we started the Fall in 

good shape! Our Confirmation students are 

working on completing many good services, 

including childcare for our upcoming Young 
Adult Retreat. Students of all ages also helped 

at Oktoberfest! 

Our catechists are up-to-date with their Virtus 

and Vocare training.  Many attended the North-
ern Area  Congress sponsored by the Archdio-

cese of Cincinnati. The Keynote Speaker was 

Sr. Pat MacCormack, and her presentation        
focused on the welcoming love of catechists 

(which says more than teaching ever 

could!).  Those who attended included Brad 
Zimmerman, Sr. Mary Alice Haithcoat, Barb 

Caserta, Debbie Darner, Abby Hemm, Tim 

Pawlaczyk, Joe McKinley, Sylvia Piatt, John 

Piatt, Christy Hayes, and Diane Mengos 

Our students in grades 5-12 are helping in so many ways at Mass.  In addition to servers, lectors, Eucharistic 

Ministers, musicians, ushers, greeters, and Gift Presenters, we also have eight high school students who lead 

Children's Liturgy twice each month.  They are:  Danielle Detter, Karolina Polakowski, Hope Anthony, Abby 

Schutt, Gabe Knapke, Sylvia Mitchell, Whitney Evans, and Allison Bornhorst.  

Our junior high and high school classes are going well on Sunday mornings.  We have 18 students in grades 7

-8 faith formation and a group of 10-15 high school students who meet regularly.  Currently the high school 

students are learning about St. Paul through the film "Paul, Apostle of Christ."  Our Wednesday Faith Forma-

tion program has forty students.   

Any parishioner who would like to volunteer to call parish families who are not involved and invite them to 

Piqua Catholic School or to Faith Formation Classes should contact Diane.  That help would be so              

appreciated. Thanks! 

The next time you are at the library, be good to yourself, and check out a Chicken Soup for The Soul book. 

You will discover everything from Soup for the Unsinkable Soul to the Pet Lovers Soul, the Nurse’s Soul, the 

Teacher's Soul, the Teen Soul and many more! There is a book for almost everyone. 

If you have a chance to buy one from a bookstore or online you may want to 
start collecting them. These authors are real people who contribute their          

stories to amaze you, inspire you, make you laugh, sometimes make you cry; 

these are real life experiences that are written from the heart.  Picking stories 

at random or reading page by page you may find it is exactly what you needed 

to read that day! 

Chicken Soup for the Soul books                                                                                                          

Edited by Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen 

Religious Education & Youth Ministry-Diane Mengos, Director 

Between the Pages—Book Review by Sylvia Piatt 

Ship Wrecked — Rescued By Jesus 

Summer Vacation Bible School 

Thanks to ALL for a Successful Week! 
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Have you noticed the beautiful new United 
States flags flying at both Piqua Catholic School 

campuses?  They were donated to the school by 

the Darke County Chapter, #57, of the Disabled 

American Veterans. (DAV).  

The DAV is a nonprofit charity that provides a 

lifetime of support for veterans of all generations 

and their families. DAV is also a leader in                      

connecting  veterans with meaningful employ-
ment, hosting job fairs, and providing resources 

to  ensure they have the opportunity to partici-

pate in the American Dream their sacrifices have 

made possible. 

Commander of the Darke County Chapter,  Robert Foster, explained that 

the local chapter can help vets with benefit, service, medical and trans-

portation issues. Twice a week, DAV volunteers man the ICU unit              
waiting room at the Dayton VA Medical Center — providing snacks and 

helping the patients get to where they need to be.  The local chapter also  

collects monetary donations by sponsoring a “Forget Me Not” flower 
campaign, provides food baskets at Christmas, and hosts the National 

Service Officer Bus at the VFW, which travels around Ohio helping vets 

with administration issues..   

Robert, a member of St. Boniface Parish, is an adjutant for the 
Greenville Combination Honor Guard, participating in the presentation 

of military honors with the blowing of taps. He also serves as the  Chap-

ter Service Officer. 

The DAV Darke County Chapter meets at the VFW (219 N. Ohio, 
Greenville) the first Tuesday of every month at 7pm. If someone is    

interested in becoming a DAV member or would like more information, 

please contact Robert at 937-417-0641 or pnzfalcon@yahoo.com . 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 

Thank You! 

THE MUSIC MAN:  If you recognize his back, you’ll know 

that this band conductor is our very own Harry Christy                 

leading the Piqua Civic Band in Stars and Stripes Forever                      

on the Fourth of July at the Fort Piqua Plaza Hotel.                                                  

Of course at the end of the song, Harry received                            

a standing-ovation. 
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Lehman Catholic High School would like to invite you to attend this year's 29th annual Harvest Auc-

tion.  

Friday, October 26 

Lehman Catholic High School 

6PM - Open Bar, Hors d’oeuvres and Silent Auction 

7:30 - Dinner and 10-Item Live Auction 

Tickets | $50 per person 

This year's auction features three exciting new changes that you will not want to miss: 
 
1) NEW program: The auction will bring new excitement and flair to the primary fundraising event 

for our general fund. This year’s program will begin on Lehman’s front lawn with cocktails, hors 
d’oeuvres and a large tent displaying the silent auction items – accompanied by the elegant sounds 
of guitarist Jimmy Felts. 
 

You’re Invited 

 Haiti Event  
Again for the second year, we made our goal to build 50 houses 
in the Savann Kabrit community in Haiti. The need in Haiti is 

urgent, and we are making a difference in so many lives. Over 

the spring,  summer, and early fall our partner, Food for the Poor, 

has built 50 houses, and we are now witnessing the transforma-
tion of 50 families going from the deplorable living conditions 

into a home that became a castle to them. These  Haitian families 

now have dignity, security, freshwater, and sanitation. We invite 
you to attend this year’s event, see a video of the 50 new homes, and see some of the families and the 

transformation that has been made. We will be presenting our next year project to show the real need 

and answer your questions. You will also hear our guest speaker from  Food for the Poor, who knows 
Haiti very well. The event is on Tuesday December 6, at the Piqua Country Club, six to eight p.m. If 

you are interested in helping to build homes in Haiti, please come. There will be a social hour from 

6pm to 7pm followed by the video and guest speaker.  Your help is needed.  

   Blessings, Ben & Louise Scott and Benny & Stacy Scott, Co-Chairpersons  

 

Lehman Catholic High School 29th Annual Harvest Auction 
Friday, October 26—Lehman Catholic High School 

6pm - Open Bar, Hors d’oeuvres and Silent Auction 
7:30pm - Dinner and 10-Item Live Auction 

Tickets / $50 per person 
This year's auction features three exciting new changes that you will not want to miss: 

1) NEW program:  The auction will bring new excitement and flair to the primary fundraising     

event for our general fund. This year’s program will begin on Lehman’s front lawn with cocktails, 
hors d’oeuvres, and a large tent displaying the silent auction items – accompanied                                   

by the elegant sounds of guitarist Jimmy Felts. 

 
2) NEW mobile bidding: While you mingle with other guests, you can use your smart phone to 

browse auction items, place bids, purchase raffle tickets, and pay for your items – all with the tap      

of a finger. No more old-school paper bidding! 

 
3) NEW live music: The event will then move indoors to the Geise Family Gymnasium.                         

We’ll begin with a welcome address and a prayer, followed by a scrumptious dinner catered                 

by The Spot Restaurant. After the meal, we’ll be treated to a special performance by Lehman’s                 
new a cappella group, the Limelighters. The main event, our fast paced 10-Item Live Auction                            

will be followed by live music from Nashville Crush.  

 
Make sure to purchase your tickets today to lock in your seating reservation. We'll see you on        

Lehman's lawn on Friday, October 26!   

https://lehmancatholic.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=981cd1e47b1365aa6e98cd6f3&id=80fcc9116f&e=e71ee743d5
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Congratulations to Fr. Thomas Hemm, C.PP.S., who this year is celebrating the 40th anni-
versary of his ordination.  Fr. Hemm entered the Society in 1959 and was ordained on      

December 30, 1978 in Valdivia, Chile. Fr. Hemm served as a missionary to Chile for 26 

years before returning to the U.S., where he was appointed pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul 

Church in Ottawa, Ohio. During those years, he was also elected to the first of his five terms 
on the Missionaries’ provincial council.  In 2008, Fr. Hemm was named pastor of the St. 

Henry, Ohio, cluster of parishes, where he served until August, 2017. He is now the local 

director of the C.PP.S. at St. Charles Center in Carthagena, Ohio, where he makes his home. 

Also, Congratulations to Br. Timothy Hemm, C.PP.S., who this year is celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
his profession.  Br. Tim, entered the Society in 1961 and was professed a brother on August 15, 1968. He has 

been active in education ministry for many years. Br. Tim first taught at St. Joseph School in Wapakoneta, 

Ohio, before being assigned in 1972 to Saint Joseph’s College in Rensselaer, Ind., which is sponsored by the 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood. He has been a part of campus life at Saint Joseph’s ever since, perform-

ing many functions at the college. While operations at the college were suspended in May 2017, Br. Tim   

remains on campus helping to care for the building and grounds while a plan for it to reemerge as a new insti-

tution is put in place. 

Fr. Tom & Br. Tim are the sons of the late William and Ceil Hemm, St. Boniface Parishioners. 

Fr. Tom and Br. Tim's anniversaries, along with the milestone anniversaries of 11 other Missionaries of the 

Precious Blood of the Cincinnati Province, signifying hundreds of years of ministerial service to God’s       

people, was celebrated in a special liturgy on July 2 at St. Charles Center.  “The lives of these C.PP.S. priests 
and brothers are an example of faithfulness and commitment for all of us,” said Fr. Larry Hemmelgarn, 

C.PP.S., provincial director of the Cincinnati Province of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood, “We thank 

God for their lives of service, which have brought so much good to so many.” 

The Missionaries of the Precious Blood is a religious society of priests, brothers and lay associates founded in 
1815 by St. Gaspar del Bufalo. Society members work as missionaries in parishes in the U.S. and abroad, in 

education and in a wide range of apostolate, promoting the cause of God’s reconciliation worldwide by                

proclaiming the Word. 

 
 

Sons of St. Boniface Parish Celebrate Milestone Anniversaries 

Fr. Thomas Hemm (back row, fourth from left), St. Charles Center, 2860 U.S. 127, Celina, Ohio 45822 

Br. Timothy Hemm, (back row, fifth from left), 1809 South Sparling Avenue, Rensselaer, Indiana 47978 



Shirley Reiber identified 

this photo in the summer 

issue of the newsletter 

as one of the clocks on 

the Fort Piqua Plaza 

(hotel) and won a pizza.   

On what corner in Piqua 

would you find this cute       

little bear. Be the first 

to submit the exact   

l o c a t i o n 

(jnrhemm@yahoo.com) 

and win a pizza!  
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Reflections. . .    
“Where love is, there is God also” 

Leo Tolstoy, 1828-1910, Russian writer who is regarded as one of the greatest authors                           

of all time, including War and Peace and Anna Karenina  

 

Good Morning, God 
You are ushering in another day 

Untouched and freshly new, 

So here I come to ask You, God, 

If You’ll renew me too? 

Forgive the many errors that 

I made yesterday, 

And let me try again, dear God, 

To walk closer in Thy way. 

But Father, I am well aware 

I can’t make it on my own, 

So take my hand and hold it tight 

For I can’t walk alone. 

Helen Steiner Rice 

American writer of inspirational poems 

1900-1981—Born in Lorraine, Ohio 

 

Please Save the Date    

Fatima Street Corner  
Rosary Rally 

October 13 

 Noon 

(Main/Market Streets, Piqua) 

 

More Info:                              
Barb Vavroch 

773-7315 

Many thanks to Don & Gloria Stonerock for  

chairing our booth at the Church Fair held      

August 17 & 18 at the Miami Valley Centre.                     

Thanks, too, to all who worked. 



TENDING  THE MASTER’ S V INEYARD  PAGE 19  

Baptisms: 

St. M. 

Emmett William Roberts 
Son of Kevin & Kate (Cecil) Roberts 

(07/22/2018)  

Zita Kathryn Oen 
Daughter of Robert & Meghann (Fields) Oen 

(09/02/18) 

Aiden Michael Murphy 
Son of Michael E. & Sarah (Evans) Murphy 

(09/16/18) 

     

St. B. 

August William Schmidt 
Son of Curtis & Toni (Billings) Schmidt 

(06/24/18) 

Mason Anthony Jurpik 
Son of Kody Jurpik & Emily Wildenhaus 

(07/22/18) 

Deaths: “Our sympathy to the family members of 

these parishioners who have been called to their  

eternal reward.”                   

St. B. 

Barbara J. Heitkamp (06/10/18) 

Wandalene Shawler (06/20/18) 

Linda L. Sullenberger (07/10/18) 

Norman L. Cromes (07/19/18) 

Joyce M. Thornberry (07/26/18) 

Susan K. Switzer (08/09/18) 

Helen L. Ault (08/21/18) 

St. M. 

Kyle P. DeBrosse (06/30/18) 

Norman L. Grisez (09/04/18) 

New Members:  “Our parish family welcomes . . .” 

St. M.  Michael & Sarah Murphy and Aiden; 

Stacy DiPace and Avery & Dexter; Michael & 

Amber Hess and Audrey, Brielle, Ezra, 

Henry, & Maria; Trevor & Katherine     

Hopsecker and Kennedy & Larkyn 

St. B. Welcome Back Kerri Josefovsky; 

Emily Wildenhaus and son Mason Jurpik 

Weddings: 

St. M. 

John Vavroch & Barbara O’Leary (07/07/18) 

Bryan McDonagh & Alexis Froning (07/21/18) 

Mitch Allen & Allison Ulbrich (08/25/18) 

Zachary Frantz & Audrey Powers (09/01/18) 

St. B. 

Jeremy Josefovsky & Michelle Grise (06/30/18) 

Tyler Barlage & Molly Rubins (09/08/18) 

Parish Notes 

Thanks, so much, to our contributors:   

Adult Faith Formation—Barb Kohl;  Between the Pages— Sylvia Piatt                                                               

Catholic Social Services—Elaine Schweller-Snyder 
Center for Early Learning—Christy Hayes; Cursillo Movement—Julie Tyler  

Haiti Event—Ben Scott; Hand Bell Choir—Renee Hemm; Mission Committee—Don Stonerock                                                                                                                          

Parish Notes/Dates — Theresa Henderson,  Linda Richard, Judy Lohnes   
Piqua Catholic School—Brad Zimmerman                                                                             

Reflections— Sylvia Piatt; Religious Education/Youth Ministry—Diane Mengos   

Respect Life Committee—Donna Johnson; St. Boniface Family Life—Rose Hemm                                            

St. Mary 175th Anniversary—Barb Vavroch, Bill Holtvogt; St. Mary Altar Society—Janet Poling 

The Newsletter is always a work in progress. With each issue we hope to introduce new topics, columns, and 
contributors.  We’d love to hear from you — your ideas and suggestions.  Also, if you’d like to write or help 

with production, please contact Renee Hemm (778-1612 or rhemm@danhemm.com) or Rose Hemm (778-

8642 or jnrhemm@yahoo.com).  The deadline for the Winter Issue is December 15, 2018.   

In Retrospect 



October: 

7     Coffee/Doughnuts Sunday 
12-13 LHS Homecoming Weekend 
13: Fatima Street Corner Rosary  Rally 

17:   Living Rosary, 10am 
21:   Mission Raffle Drawing 
26:   LHS Harvest Auction 
31:   Happy Halloween 

November:  
1: All Saints Day 
2: All Souls Day 
3: Mass; Deceased Parish Members 

4:     Coffee/Doughnuts Sunday 
10-11:   Welcome to CRHP Women’s Retreat 
11: Veterans’ Day 
17-18: Cabbage Roll/Bread Sale Pick-Up 
22:   Happy Thanksgiving 

December: 

1:     PCS Craft Show/Holiday Shopping Event 
1:     $7/Month Club Dinner, PCS, 6pm 
2:     Coffee/Doughnuts Sunday 
5: Fr. Ang’s “100th” Birthday 

6: St. Nick Day 

8: Immaculate Conception Holy Day 

175th Anniversary Closing Mass 

       First Reconciliation 
25:   Merry Christmas 

Upcoming Dates — Please watch the bulletin for additional information. 
St. Boniface Catholic Church 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

 Masses:  Saturday, 3:30pm 

Sunday, 7:00am and 11:00am 

(937) 773-1656; fax 773-2665 

Pastoral Council President:                             

Bill Hogston 

 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

Masses:  Saturday, 5:00pm 

Sunday, 9:00am and 7:00pm 

(937) 773-1327; fax 773-2665 

Pastoral Council President:                           

Jim Stammen 

 

Parish Offices 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

Email: stboniface@piquaparishes.org 

Email: stmary@piquaparishes.org 

Website: piquaparishes.org 

 

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Hunt 

Retired Priest:  Rev. Angelo Caserta  

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway  

Piqua, Ohio 45356 
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Thanks for helping with the  

Summer Issue Assembly  
Ann Bergman 

Bill Daniel 

Rich & Pat Knab 

Dave & Cindy Nelson 

Chuck & Nancy Peltier 
Janet Poling 

Connie Stammen 

Gloria Stonerock 
Tim Tyler 

John & Barb Vavroch 

Peg White 

RCIA — For more info, contact    

Deacon Mike Knight  773-1656 

St. Clare Perpetual Adoration 

Ann Bradl—329-0897 

Mary Jane Karn—778-0496 

St. Boniface Bingo 

Monday & Wednesday Evenings 
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